Personal Explanatory Note: October 11, 2010
I was a professor of Geography at the New Paltz (AKA New Pulse) Campus of the State University of New York in the turbulent years 1968 - 1971.  I was then, as now, inspired by the comprehensive philosophies of R. Buckminster Fuller, Marshal McLuhan and was becoming aware of the theoretical economics of Louis O. Kelso.
I disagree with those who characterized that time as a licentious irresponsible period of Sex, Drugs and Rock and Roll.  Rather I was, and am, of the opinion it signaled a very significant alteration in the Zeitgeist  aboard what Fuller termed “Spaceship Earth" -  the main  premise of which was that collectively humanity was experience the dawning of an age of material abundance - in terms of our technologically augmented productive design capability to provide "life support" for the human community within all an ecologically appropriate context through the use of good design templates  permitting us to increasing do ever more with ever less.  This against 200,000 years of our existence as a species on this planet.   It was THIS new reality that inspired the lyrics of Bobby Dylan’s "Blowing in the Wind", was picked up by  youth intuitively and dubbed by many “The Spirit of Woodstock ”, by others “The Vietnam Syndrome”, &  for me the Dawning of the PaleoSynergetic Era.   
It is still the major transformative challenge confronting humanity in 2010 which relies on  authoritarian thought patterns and institutional structures we have inherited from History which are now out of date with what the Future allows & perhaps requires if we are to survive much less prosper – one and all.
I was particularly interested in the Educational challenges and proposed the College consider radically altering the context of instruction in view of the dawning new reality. I took some radical steps to eliminate an authoritarian relationships with students and suggested encouraging a "Comprehensive" or systems way of approaching the store of human knowledge rather that the specialization which unfortunately had become all but rampant in the early stage of the introduction of the computer and linear regression approaches.  This rather then encouraging the systems “pattern recognition” which so called “information overload” permitted at a more comprehensive level of understanding than the individual discipline. Academia galloped down the wrong path in the wrong direction. Like the British best efforts in attempting to Colonize the world - was there ever a better devised plan to divide and conquer the best minds coming along the evolutionary path than insisting on excruciated specialization as real scholarship?  What was (and is) called for was pattern recognition rather than detailed burrowing in depth into the minute details of each discipline so dear to the hearts of their Professors.  As R. Buckminster observed: "What usually happens in the educational process is 

 HYPERLINK "http://www.isearchquotations.com/quotes/what_usually_happens_in_the_educati/4463.html" that the faculties are dulled, overloaded, stuffed and paralyzed so that by the time most people are  mature they have lost their innate capabilities."
The miasma seeps down into the lower grades where increasing numbers are plagued with a diagnosis with "Attention Deficit Disorder" and prescribed ever higher doses of Ritalin to keep the student focused on the highly insulated position of "the expert" Professor with his or her myopic “Specialization”. This while youth was - and is - increasing thirsting  for “Comprehensive” non liner (even unto multi media) means of grasping in an interrelated, Integrated “Systems” pattern – “Knowledge & Understanding ” - which the new Communications Technology newly now not only permitted but required.
That the student is submitted to this ordeal is in keeping with the time honored idea of education as requiring the student – above all else - to do as they are told - backed up with a reward and punishment institutional authoritarian structure.  This as training for the so called “real” world they are forcibly made to assume - as truly an important educational pathway toward understanding all the niceties of any given field of investigation (which can be endlessly perused even onto truly absurd proportions) - & in the process effectively isolating them from any ability to see “Systems” connections much less even a glimpse of the over all “Comprehensive” pattern which is the promise of “The New Reality".  Structurally “Education” is nothing but a fine tuned mechanism to teach the individual to do what they are told - a kind of minimal security correctional facility for fitting the individual into Bureaucratic requirements for complacent functionaries within our Private and Pubic sectors institutions including the “Peer Review” vehicles of our so called intellectual communities.  The mal-designed nature of our economics still requires the individuals in the name of responsibility - to equip themselves for career pathway by which they can earn the right to eat and have a roof over their head.  No wonder the overriding purpose of education is seen by so many as merely a "good career" move to become a Specialized - and therefore innocuous - member of the Corporate State Institutions and Policy pronouncements which simply do nor comport with what the future requires.  This in an age in which we have come face to face with the realization our weapons systems are - unlike all of mankind’s Tenure on Earth – now and have been since about 1970 - Species Lethal. More damming they have not discovered the obverse side of the equation that due to our collective technologically oriented extension of Consciousness we have, at the level of capability, collectively transcended material scarcity. We have a monumental collective choice before us – a choice which is unprecedented and was never available to mankind historically. Namely “Scarcity VS Abundance”. Given Species Lethality it’s Either “Annihilation” or “Liberation”! Both are newly now available to us.  For those still following we observe the current state of the education enterprise with chagrin.  Perhaps the largest shortcoming is the obvious observation that despite all the Kings horses and all the Kings men whether in Governmental or Business communities & most damming the supposedly "free minded & Independent" Intellectual communities, including our so very well endowed Universities have not yet come up with (in the words of Buckminster Fuller) an effective “Operating Manuel for Spaceship Earth”. 
As many have observed:  “We drive fiercely into the Future with our eye fixed firmly on History’s read view mirror”.  In an Era of Species Lethal weapons systems we need do much better than such muddling through. Fortunately there are a growing number of independently minded autodidactic individuals and groups who are willing to assume a responsibility for addressing in a comprehensive manner the challenge to Humanity in terms of real learning rather than the tunnel vision ideological larded versions (as bought and paid for by the same miniscule coterie of Plutocratic Industrial and financial overseers who as Greg Palest has observed finance “The Best Democracy Money Can Buy”.   It is all ultimately dictated by their design decisions - initiatives “they” deign to allow.   It’s the same for all institutions including our Universities and the offerings of the vast majority of our institutions of higher learning.  Its all bought & paid for by the same mal informed retrograde cabal. 

Fortunately there is now a global context by which the individuals can position themselves outside our captured academies. That avenue to which they can repair is the great repository of knowledge and education which is represented  by a public access open source Internet  which now makes available an essentially free University access to any and all who have an unencumbered desire to find effective answers to the major challenges which confront mankind & to follow their own lead. It's a sign of great hope that the numbers so inclined is growing by massive leaps and bounds.  
It was 40 years ago when we introduced the concept that the age into which we were arriving could best be termed the “Paleosynergetic Era”.  We predicted that would last some decades and it would seem the times have caught up with Humanity and we are about to enter what might best be termed the “Synergetic” era?  That we now have the infrastructure to free the human mind and spirit from the strictures of our outdated Educational (among virtually all other) institutions and assumptions and provide a space for the free thinking self motivated – comprehensively oriented Autodidactic Public Intellectuals who can see things ANEW to fill the obvious, highly dangerous,  Intellectual Lack of Comprehensive Vision by our so called leaders dejur. 
The capability is there to create a planet of ALL the people by ALL the people and for ALL the people.  It sounds idealistic – but there has never been anything wrong with Idealism – it’s only the predatory practices of the various self serving, special interest, plutocratic elements throughout  history who continues to discount the concept as Utopian in order to shore up the institutional assumptions and ideas which under gird their special claim to power over the many.  It really is now a matter of “Utopia or Oblivion” aboard the planet and the educational consciousness raising challenge is before us.  The idea which applied (even as it did not appeal) to one University College in 1970 now holds with even more relevance as we collectively prepare to enter THE SYNERGETIC ERA and  note the Passing of  the PALEOSYNERGETIC  Era. - and our 40 year "Wander in the Wilderness".            
