Humanity's  Current "Fork in the Road "

After 200,000 years of biological existence Humanity has arrived at a crucial juncture.  On the one hand we possess weapons which can obliterate the Species.  On the other - an "Obverse Scenario" might well  reveal an unprecedented capability for providing an  ecologically sustainable and increasingly  improved  level of   "Life Support" for all of Humanity.  Two large ideas seem to have been "missed" by the World Intellectual Community which are worthy of consideration in the quest for the Hearts and Minds and perhaps the very Survival of the People of the Planet:    

1. Humanity's technologically augmented productiveness has offered the Capability to provide "life support" to increasingly greater percentages of the World population through time.  Serious investigation of the proposition could provide a measurement of Mankind's store of "Proven" Life Support in a manner  similar to that used for assessing "Proven" Oil Reserves - a measurement of humanity's  "Proven 'Life Support Capability' ".   Careful measurement would most likely demonstrate that in terms of our collective Capability,  and within  reasonable,  if debatable,  agreed to definitions of terms,   there have been, for thirty years or so, more  "Haves" than "Have Nots" !   This for the first time in all of human history.  R. Buckminster Fuller, with his World Game assertions, attempted such a measurement and concluded humanity reached and crossed the 50% mark in the year 1970.  This is about the same date we crossed the threshold of our "Proven" capability to obliterate the species.  Intuition and pragmatic investigation have led many, but not enough, to agree both with his monumental broad assertion and the date he came up with for the Transformation.   If correct it has been realistically appropriate to say Humanity has existed in a "Post Scarcity" Ontological reality for 33 years.  It is possible to assert that this change - if true - is one of the most important developments in the evolution of all Biological processes on this planet !   Consideration of the many interrelated implications it presents is worthy of the highest priority on the agenda of Intellectual investigation and deserves a "front and center" place in the World's seriously concerned discussion, study and debate. 

(The best source of investigating the proposition remains the writings of Buckminster Fuller and particularly the findings of his World Game Inventory of World Resources. This provides the single best "Systems Template" for factoring in developments since he authoritatively introduced the concept.   Back of the envelope calculations - including recent near exponentially increasing cybernetic contributions - strongly indicate positive trends to date.)

GOOD SITE FOR INTRODUCTION TO R. BUCKMINSTER FULLER:  WWW.BFI.ORG  

2. The increased productiveness of the World Economy and the "Transcendence of Scarcity" has not been able to adequately inform pragmatic  political and economic thinking  largely through the adherence to outmoded Economic Theory.   The World Economic  Model is not based on a workable understanding of the changed Ontological reality.   It does not, or will not, address the questions involving both growth and equity required to allow real Systems efficiency in the time ahead.  Currently all "accepted" economic theory (despite all protestations to the contrary) is predicated on various interpretations of the "Labor Theory of Value" which dictates  that for the vast majority of the World population an individuals right to income is predicated on his or her labor (physical and intellectual) contribution to increased productivity.  Virtually all non-labor aspects of production are owned by a relatively miniscule Plutocratic class at the very pinnacle of World Society - and their capital assets are increasingly responsible for actual production gains.  There is no adequate provision for democratizing the access to capital credit for investment in assets which will pay for themselves out of their future earnings - to the citizenry of any individual Nation - or to the people of the World.  Under current policy assumptions there is no way forward toward a workable World Economic Democracy.  Given oncoming massive technological displacement of labor by capital assets (as Lord Keynes predicted for these very days) Economic Democracy must be a sine qua non goal of responsible systems analysis.  Anemic, erratic growth rates and persistent economic underproduction will not allow Humanity to achieve sustainable levels much less realize it's "'Proven'  Life Support Capability".  Increasing awareness of an unavoidable growing gap between the World Economy's Capability and it's Performance will inevitably create unacceptable Political instability beyond even that so evident today.   The World Economic system currently in place must be seriously challenged by New Theoretical understanding and Economic policy assumptions.    

(The best initial sources for effectively arriving at a "Systems" Challenge to the unworkable Economic Status Quo  is the "Outside the Envelope" thinking developed by Louis O. Kelso and Mortimer Adler in their earlier writings including The Capitalist Manifesto  and currently in the pattern presented in the Book by Robert Ashford and Rodney Shakespeare: "Binary Economics The New Paradigm".  WEB SITE: WWW.KELSOINSTITUTE.ORG 
